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Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19)

Main Point: We should each be truly thankful for what Jesus has done for us. 

Key Verse: When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back. He praised God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked Him. — Luke 17:15


Materials: a colorful sheet of paper for each student, pen for each student

Personal Connection:

· Say: Wow. Ten men were desperately in need of healing. They were very sick and, maybe even worse, they were separated from all of their friends and family. The men had NO HOPE until they heard about Jesus. They wondered, “Could this Jesus possibly save us?” So they did the very best thing they could do; they called out to Jesus. Ask: And what did Jesus do? He healed them. How many of the ten men were healed? ALL of them were healed! How many came back to thank Jesus? Just one. Do you think the others were glad to be healed? Why do you think didn’t thank Jesus? Say: When we read this story we think the other nine men acted very badly. But have you ever forgotten to thank God for the things He’s done in your life? For example, have you ever prayed for God to help you do well on a test at school, then gotten a good grade and forgotten to thank God for it? Why do we forget to thank God?

Hands on Application:
· Pass out paper and pen to each student. Say: I would like each of you to make a “thankful list.” Write down a list of things that you are thankful for. These should be specific things such as an answer to a prayer or the names of people in your life that are important to you. (Young kids can draw pictures of these things.) Everyone’s list will be different. Leader, set the tone by making your own list and mentioning some things on your list.
Group Discussion:

· Say: I can see from your lists that God has given each of you many blessings. Ask: Why are all of your lists different? We are different people; we have different needs. Ask: How can we thank God for His blessings? Pray; tell other people what He has done for us.
· Say: God has blessed each of us in different ways, but there are certain blessings that God gives to every person who trusts in Jesus. Let’s look at few of these.

· Ask a volunteer to read Romans 4:7-8. For those who trust Jesus, our sins will never be counted against us! Should we thank God for that?

· Ask a volunteer to read Hebrews 12:28. When we trust in Jesus, we enter God’s everlasting, unshakable kingdom! Should we thank God for that?

· Ask a volunteer to read Acts 1:8. God sends His Holy Spirit to live in us, and the Spirit gives us the power to live for God. Should we thank God for that?
· Say: We have so much to be thankful for! We have blessings that we can see and we have even greater, eternal blessings that we can’t yet see. Do you want to be like the nine lepers who did not return to thank Jesus, or do you want to be like the one who bowed down in front of Jesus and gave thanks?

Conversation with God (Prayer): 
· Say: Let’s do our prayer time a little differently today. Let’s give thanks to God out loud. Each of you has a list in front of you. You can thank God for everything on your list, or just a few things, or one of the things we just read from the Bible. But I would really like everyone to thank God for at least one thing. I’ll start by praying and thanking God and then we’ll go around the room. Leader, your prayer should be very simple, so every child will feel comfortable participating. Simply say: God, thank You for ___________. (Option for young kids or girls’ groups: Have kids form a circle and hold hands. Say: I’ll start the prayer and when I’m finished, I’ll squeeze the hand next to me and it will be that person’s turn to thank God. When he or she is finished, he or she will squeeze he next hand, and so on.) 
· Encourage kids to keep their lists as a reminder to thank God every day.
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